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Synopsis

Since it was published in 1962, Gems has become universally recognized as the most
comprehensive and authoritative treatise on gem materials in the English language. Now in its sixth
edition, it has been revised for relevance to todayA¢a -4,¢s practice. It includes an expanded
encyclopaedic section, and offers a descriptive account of all gem materials used as ornament,
along with their synthetic counterparts and the materials used over the centuries to imitate them.
Editor Michael OA¢a -a,¢Donoghue has been assisted by a team of specialists to make this sixth
edition of Gems an invaluable gemmological reference work which caters for professional jewelers,

student gemmologists, and collectors of gems alike.
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Customer Reviews

Michael OA¢a -4a,¢Donoghue is a director of the Gemmological Association. He has written many

books on gemmology.

This is a good guide book, but | must say it’s a little too much print and too few good colored
photographs. The black and white photos are not clear and readers would have difficulty figuring out
what the text is trying to describe. So a little disappointed here.

good study book

this is a Gemstones bible .



This is a very great book. Really helped my gemstone art.

It is a real good and comprehensive book.But | was in search of a book for gem testing and found
this book mentioned in a paper on this topic. Unfortionally the topic is almost not covered here. So

my diappointment.

This book was given to my son as a gift because he is a personal jeweller and | thought this would

be nice for his library!

If you are a beginner gem hobbyist, or love eye-candy, you may be overwhelmed or disappointed
with this book. It is more suited for a college level geology course. Many technical terms are not
defined. Still, it is a great read, especially along with a dictionary of earth science and a colorful gem
ID book (Gemstones of the World by Walter Schumann is my favorite). Anyone with a science
background would appreciate this book.This book goes into great detail about gemstones, their
inclusions, valuable properties, synthetics, geology, mining locations and much more. Its format isn’t
like a gem ID book, but once you know what you have, there is lots of info here. It does include the
organic gems like amber, coral, pearl and jet. There are tables for gemstone identification in the lab.
The index is limited to only the stone names. It is full of references for further reading on specific
topics. An excellent reference book for any serious gem collector, gem lover or geologist. If it had

more color photos, I'd give it 5 stars - but then it would be over 1000 pages long!

Purchased this $100 book as "new". | don’t expect a "new" book to have a sizable wrinkle in the
corner of the *hard* cover. | don’t expect it to have multiple layers of retail price stickers on it. |
certainly don’t expect multiple pieces of completely unrelated tape to be stuck to the cover of the
book.My wife, the recipient of the gift, is disappointed in the book. | am deeply disappointed in the
quality that was delivered under the false label of "new". (By the way, some "should be out of
business" bookstores sell books like this, in this type of condition, off their shelves. When | find

something like this, | leave - they have no respect for the books nor for their customers.)
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